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At present Madras and Bombay are ad-
ministered by Governors, assisted by Executive
Councils, consisting, since the Presidential Army
system was abolished, of two civil servants, who,
even if the Governor exercised his casting vote, are
numerically as strong as he is, and by reason of the
experience of a lifetime spent in the Presidency,
much stronger.

Bengal, Eastern Bengal and Assam, the United
Provinces of Agra and Oudh, Burma, and the
Punjab, are under Lieutenant-Governors, who rule
without the aid of a Council, while the Central
Provinces, the North-West Frontier Province, and
Baluchistan, as well as one or two smaller and
less important administrative units, are known as
Chief Commissionerships.

In the evidence given before the Decentralisation
Commission, many of the non-official witnesses
asked that the Governor in Council constitution
should be substituted for the Lieutenant-Governor
constitution, while official witnesses were for the
most part in favour of the continuance of the latter
system.

Arguments in favour of the Governor in Council
arrangement, which appears to the writer, who has
a lifelong acquaintance with it, to be indefensible
on its existing footing since the abolition of the
fourth member, are that it provides for collective
deliberation and responsibility, for the distribution